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DRAFT Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting of the Council Incorporating the Meeting of the 
Planning Contract & Works Committee held in the Spetchells Centre, Front Street, Prudhoe at 

7:00pm on Wednesday 12 April 2017 

 
PRESENT: Cllr Mrs J McGee (Chair), Cllr B Futers, Cllr G Price, Cllr G McCreedy, Cllr Mrs N McGee, 
Cllr A Gill, Cllr Mrs C Cuthbert, Cllr A Reid, Cllr G Simpson, Cllr Mrs E Burt (arrived 1905), Cllr Ms J Rose 
(arrived 1925). In attendance: R Whinney (Clerk)   
 
1617/1101  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE County Cllr Mrs A Dale 
 
1617/1102  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  None 
 
1617/1103 EXTRAORDINARY ITEM: DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURE 
The Clerk drew the attention of members to two mistakes in the draft disciplinary procedure sent to 
councillors, these being a repetition of “involved in the matter” at clause 7 (p.2) and “staffing committee” – 
which should read “Human Resources Committee” – at clause 13 (p.3). The Clerk apologised for these 
errors. He confirmed to the meeting that the principal changes to the existing procedures related to 
clarification and / or identification of who was responsible for initiating an investigation, and who was 
tasked with carrying it out. In response to Cllr B Futers, he stated that the disciplinary procedure related 
to employees of the Council, with councillors being subject to the Code of Conduct. 
 
Cllr Mrs E Burt arrived at this point. 
 
It was AGREED to agree to adopt the revised Disciplinary Procedure for use by the Council, subject to 
the corrections identified by the Clerk. 
Proposed: Cllr Mrs J McGee Seconded: Cllr G Simpson 
 
1617/1104 EXTRAORDINARY ITEM: CASTLEFIELDS PLAY PROVISION 
Cllr G Price reported that the details of possible arrangements in respect of the re-provision of toddler 
play facilities at the location at the east end of Castlefields had been gone over with the representatives 
of the developers Bellway and Persimmon. The alternatives involved either the Town Council taking over 
the site, and regenerating the play area with funds provided by the developers for the purpose, or the 
developers carrying out the re-provision themselves prior to a hand-over to the Town Council. NCC had 
no wish to take over the play area themselves. The councillors present had concluded that the second of 
the above options was to be preferred. Cllr Price stated that the total of £20,000 currently jointly on offer 
from the developers was not a large sum, given that the steel fencing had been removed from the site 
and there was no indication that it could be found and reinstated. Cllr Mrs C Cuthbert stated that it had 
been a positive meeting, with Persimmon’s representative showing most knowledge regarding the site, 
and having a team who could carry forward the re-provision of the play facilities. She stated that the 
impression was that more could be had for less money if the developers were to reinstate the play area 
prior to transfer to the Council. 
 
Cllr Mrs E Burt stated that she agreed with the sensible approach suggested by Cllr Price. She added 
that there had not been much play equipment in the play area, and that what there was had been 
designed for the under-fives: she was not in favour of encouraging older children to go there. Cllr Futers 
agreed that fencing and play surfacing would be expensive. Cllr Price noted that Mr M Jeffrey of NCC 
had offered the services of Sam Talbot in respect of the play provision. In response to Cllr Price, the 
Clerk confirmed that it was hoped to receive a joint written proposal from the developers in time to be 
brought to the Ordinary Meeting at the end of the month. Councillors suggested that perhaps the Council 
could consider adding to the play area in due course if funds could be found to enhance the provision. 
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Summing-up, Cllr Mrs J McGee stated that the proposal being favoured at this point was that the Council 
support the re-provision of the facilities by the developers, followed by the transfer of the play area to the 
Council. 
 
It was AGREED to receive the report. 
Proposed: Cllr Mrs J McGee Seconded: Cllr Mrs E Burt 
 
1617/1105 PLANNING MATTERS 
(i) Planning Applications Considered  
 
West Wylam Ward — Planning Ref. 17/00552/FUL 
Proposal: Proposed car port and timber storage at the front of property  
Location: 64 Bradley Road, West Wylam, Prudhoe, Northumberland NE42 5EQ 
Applicant: Mr Chris Helm (address as above) 
Response date: 14 April 2017 
It was AGREED to respond Supporting the application 
Proposed: Cllr Mrs J McGee Seconded: Cllr Mrs E Burt 
 
(ii)  Planning Notifications Received – Decisions 
 
Castlefields Ward — Planning Ref. 16/03836/FUL 
Proposal: Proposed side extension to MOT / Service Station 
Location: Orchard House, Princess Way, Prudhoe, Northumberland NE42 6HB 
Applicant: Mr Anthony Jackson, 5 Springfield Close, Ovington, Northumberland NE42 6EL  
Response date: 23 December 2016 
Northumberland County Council decided to GRANT permission  
[The Council had responded Supporting the application]  
 
It was AGREED to receive the notifications.   
Proposed: Cllr Mrs J McGee Seconded: Cllr Mrs E Burt 
 
1617/1106 GRASS-CUTTING IN PRUDHOE 
Cllr B Futers stated that he had drawn to the attention of the Chairman his concern that the grass around 
Prudhoe Waterworld could be in line to be cut only twice a year. He stated that the Council was spending 
a lot of money on the flowers in this location, and that he was concerned that the results should be shown 
off. He suggested that the Council deal with the information received from NCC, and said that he “had 
spoken to the person involved”. He stated that NCC would be seeking where possible to cut only to 1.2 
metres from the grass verge. In response to Cllr Mrs Burt, Cllr Mrs J McGee stated that the locations at 
Waterworld were not on the additional grass-cutting contract. The Clerk drew the attention of the meeting 
to the responses of the enquiry he had made to NCC on this matter, and which had been forwarded to all 
councillors: NCC had advised that they would continue to cut the grass at these locations as had been 
done in previous years. He also stated that Tynedale Council, and subsequently NCC, had cut the grass 
at Waterworld to a high specification over many years. 
 
Cllr Mrs E Burt asked what guarantees there were regarding the cutting of the grass of locations at, for 
example, Bewick Grange. Cllr A Reid stated that the matter had never been on the agenda, and had not 
been flagged up. 
 
Cllr Ms J Rose arrived at this point. 
 
Cllr Mrs J McGee stated that the grass-cutting service would be looked at by NCC, and that they would 
inform the Council if changes were made. Cllr Futers stated that the areas round the edges of the beds at 
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Waterworld had not been cut, and stated his concern that the beds would be treated like grass verges. 
He suggested that it would be prudent to talk to the contractor providing the additional grass-cutting 
service to the Council, and find out how much extra it would cost to cut the grassed areas in question. Cllr 
Mrs Cuthbert suggested that it might instead be preferable to monitor the situation, and flag it up if there 
was a problem. 
 
It was AGREED to monitor the situation with respect to grass-cutting in the town, and to establish the 
situation with regard to NCC’s work in this field in time for the annual budget-setting process. 
Proposed: Cllr Mrs J McGee Seconded: Cllr Mrs E Burt 
 
Cllr Mrs E Burt stated that, if there was a change of administration at County Hall, the new administration 
would contract out all service delivery. Cllr A Gill suggested that the Council should wait and see what 
happened.   
 
1617/1107 CEMETERY & MEMORIAL SUB-COMMITTEE: REPORT OF MEETING 
Cllr A Gill presented the report of the Sub-Committee’s recent meeting. He noted that concern had arisen 
with the contract for the repair of the roadways in the New Cemetery, because weeds had grown through 
the tarmac that had recently been laid over the existing surfacing. He added that he and the Clerk had 
met with the contractor in order to try to resolve the matter. In respect of the issue with the grave plot 
sizes in the New Cemetery, Cllr Gill stated that the Council had acted to increase the dimensions of new 
rows of graves when the as-yet unused areas were re-mapped in 2009. 
 
Cllr G Simpson stated that, notwithstanding the harsh comments from members of the public at the 
recent Ordinary Meeting, when the issue of ornaments etc on graves had been the subject of debate, he 
considered that the Sub-Committee had overseen a great deal of improvement in the cemeteries. 
Agreeing, Cllr Mrs J McGee stated that the report of the meeting of the Sub-Committee showed how 
much work was being done. She thanked all involved for their work. 
 
Cllr Mrs E Burt asked what action the Sub-Committee would be taking regarding the outcome of the 
ornaments issue, as she had expected that the group would deal with this matter. Cllr Mrs J McGee 
stated that the actions had been agreed at the Ordinary Meeting. 
 
The Clerk raised the issue of the payment by the Council of the contractor’s invoice for the works to the 
roadways in the New Cemetery. He stated that he had raised the issue with the members of the Sub-
Committee by email on Friday 7 April, following the site meeting. Cllr Gill stated that the Council had 
already withheld payment for a month, that the issues with the kerbs had been rectified, and that the 
issues with the roadway weeds were being dealt with. Cllr Gill stated that the contractor had advised that 
the weeds had appeared as a result of dormant grass seeds on the old roadway. 
 
Cllr A Reid made a proposal, seconded by Cllr Mrs J McGee, that the Council pay the contractor’s 
invoice, retaining ten per cent of the total pending the satisfactory outcome of remedial works. Cllr G 
Price commented that this was a normal business practice. The Clerk suggested, noting that he was not 
a qualified lawyer, that retentions would probably be dealt with as explicit contract terms, and that, as 
there were no such provisions in this case, that it might not be appropriate to proceed as proposed by Cllr 
Reid. Following a discussion, Cllr Reid stated that he wished to withdraw his proposal. He then proposed, 
and it was AGREED by nine votes for, to none against, with two abstentions, that the Council postpone 
making a decision with regard to the payment of the contractor’s invoice for two weeks, when the matter 
could be addressed at the Ordinary Meeting. 
Proposed: Cllr A Reid Seconded: Cllr Mrs C Cuthbert 
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Cllr Mrs Cuthbert stated that the Ordinary Meeting could agree to endorse payment if the weed problem 
had been resolved. Cllr Mrs Burt stated that the Council needed to learn lessons from this matter, 
including the addition of retention clauses.  
 
1617/1108 EDGEWELL CEMETERIES: WORKS TO FORMER CHAPEL 
It was AGREED to agree to endorse the recommendation of the Cemetery & Memorial Sub-Committee, 
and agree to approve the quotation submitted by Watson Building (Stephen Watson) in respect of works 
to deal with the ingress of damp to the building, and the need for ventilation, as specified in Mr Watson’s 
quotation, at a total cost, exclusive of VAT, of £714.00. 
Proposed: Cllr A Reid Seconded: Cllr G Simpson 
 

It was agreed to approve a motion, that in view of the confidential nature of the business to be 
transacted, the press and public be excluded for consideration of the following items, in accordance 
with Section 68 of the Council’s Standing Orders 
Proposed: Cllr Mrs J McGee Seconded: Cllr G Simpson 

 
1617/1109 EXTRAORDINARY ITEM: NORTH-EAST REGIONAL EMPLOYERS’ ORGANISATION 
HUMAN RESOURCES (NEREO) – PROPOSALS FOR (1) EMPLOYEES’ CODE OF CONDUCT AND 
APPRAISAL PROVISIONS (2) HEALTH CHECK OF CURRENT HUMAN RESOURCES POLICIES 
AND PROCEDURES 
 
The Clerk advised that a proposal had been submitted by NEREO in respect of the above works, and this 
had been supplied to councillors with the papers for the meeting. He stated that members had also been 
supplied with a report which he had prepared, regarding a previous version of the contract, setting out 
issues which had arisen from the fact that the contract had been purportedly approved on the Council’s 
behalf without the Council’s officers being aware of this. He said that he would not repeat what was 
stated in the report, but clarified that the reference to ‘proposals’ in the report reflected discussion of the 
matter at the 8 March meeting of the Human Resources Committee, as a result of which it had been 
expected that NEREO would propose a contract arrangement for the provision of services by a NEREO 
associate: this was what was now laid before the Council. He asked if members had any questions 
regarding the report. 
 
The Clerk also explained that NEREO had confirmed that the original agreement was not in force: this 
was due to a directive from the Director of NEREO, Mr Brodie, that all agreements for the provision of 
services by NEREO Associates, whose status was that of self-employed contractors providing services 
through and on behalf of NEREO, should include reference to the need for compliance with a new 
regulation IR35, concerning the payment of tax and National Insurance by the self-employed. 
 
Cllr Mrs J McGee stated that she acknowledged that she had acted incorrectly in signing the original 
NEREO proposal. She stated that she had signed it in the belief that the Council had already agreed for 
the work to be carried out. She apologised for acting as she had, but stated that there was no untoward 
reason why she had done so, and she stated that she stood to be corrected by the Clerk. Cllr Mrs E Burt 
stated that the Chairman had been acting in good faith. 
 
Cllr Price made a statement to the meeting, regarding his involvement in the matter at hand. At the 
conclusion of the statement, councillors stated their support of Cllr Price, adding that he had acted 
honourably and in good faith. Cllr Price stated that he wanted it to be understood that he had not 
intentionally by-passed the Council. 
 
Cllr G Simpson stated that the matter needed to be resolved speedily. He suggested that there was need 
to make progress, and there was a need for professional and objective advice, that the work proposed by 
NEREO was necessary and that no-one disagreed with this. Cllr G McCreedy asked why the 
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Northumberland Association of Local Councils (NALC) could not provide the advice that was being 
sought. Cllr Mrs J McGee and Cllr Mrs Burt both stated that NALC had recommended the services of 
NEREO. Cllr Gill stated that ACAS could provide mediation and conciliation services, but in response it 
was suggested that ACAS charged for these services. Cllr Simpson stated that the Council needed to 
bear in mind that it was seeking employment advice, and that this advice was not provided by NALC. 
 
It was AGREED by ten votes for, to none against, with one abstention, to accept the contract proposed 
by NEREO in respect of the Review of Policies & Procedures, as signed by Mr M Brodie on behalf of 
NEREO on 6 April 2017, at a daily charge rate of £425.00 exclusive of VAT, with the services to be 
provided to the Council by the Associate, Mr K Wilkinson, on behalf of NEREO. 
Proposed: Cllr G Simpson Seconded: Cllr B Futers 
 
Cllr Mrs J McGee stated that the matter had been given a good airing, and that the Council had agreed to 
go with the NEREO contract. She thanked councillors for their attendance. 
 
The meeting closed at 2040 hours. 
 

END OF MEETING 


